Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet.  16 This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said: "If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die."  17 Then the LORD replied to me: "They are right in what they have said.  18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command.  19 Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable.  20 But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak-- that prophet shall die."

Mark 1:21-28  
21 They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.  22 They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,  24 and he cried out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God."  25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be silent, and come out of him!"  26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.  27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, "What is this? A new teaching-- with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him."  28 At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

Nothing To Do With Us
	Alright, we get to have a little more fun with quizzes this afternoon. My question is this: When you heard about the man with the unclean spirit in the synagogue, what image came to your mind? To put it another way, what sort of face did you imagine? A) Green skin and pea soup; B) Really scary crazy man; or C) This guy.
	As you can see from my silly example, when we hear strange stories like the one we heard today in the reading from Mark, we can get a variety of images. The first image is sort of a caricature, or cartoon version of a popular idea about demon possession. It comes from the American movie, "The Exorcist." When I hear stores like the one we heard from Mark, this is the image I often get in my own mind. I sort of imagine a man with green eyes, maybe floating a bit off the floor, with a deep horrible voice crying out to Jesus to make Jesus be quiet. The second image is one that has become a little more popular recently. I saw a Christian video several years ago that imagined what the possessed man in the graveyard looked and acted like, and this was the image. Sort of like an even more demented version of Charles Manson the serial killer, this image easily comes to mind. Obviously, the man speaking to Jesus must have been out of his mind. He probably ran into the synagogue to scream at Jesus, right?
	But what about the third image here? Why would I show this? Well, in an interesting way, what I want to argue this afternoon is that the person who gets up to speak out against Jesus might have very well looked something like this. When we hear about demon possessed people in Scripture that confront Jesus, it is easy for us to imagine the first two pictures I showed you. They are crazy. They are almost like animals. We can even imagine someone like this running into the synagogue to yell at Jesus. It's easy to dismiss the evil spirit that talks to Jesus when we think of it this way because we don't like these crazy people either.
	But what about the third picture? What about the possibility that the man with the unclean spirit that confronted Jesus looked like you or me on Sunday morning? What about the possibility that someone who looks normal, or even looks like a leader, a responsible, wonderful person, what about the possibility that the man we read about might have looked like this?
	It's a frightening thought. It's frightening to imagine "normal" people being exposed by the presence of Jesus. It's frightening to imagine that it might be the normal people that are possessed by a resistance to the good news of the Gospel. It's frightening, but I think it is true. If you look closely at our reading from Mark, it is clear that the man with the unclean spirit was already present in the synagogue. Mark tells us: "Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit...."
	Unlike the two images I showed you, unlike our normal thinking that the man with the unclean spirit just sort of ran into the synagogue to confront Jesus from the outside, Mark makes it clear that the man had been sitting there the whole time. There, hidden among all the rest of the people waiting to hear something about God was a man possessed by an unclean spirit. There, just as Jesus begins to speak and reveal the presence and coming of the kingdom, this man who might have been a member of that synagogue for 20 years, just then this man gets up and reveals that the evil one had been hidden in their midst for a long time.
	You might even imagine that maybe this man had been someone that had some responsibility in the community. Maybe he was the attendant who brought the scroll of the Torah out to read. Maybe he was a leader. Maybe he was a trusted friend. Maybe he was someone that we all would have looked up to.
	If I have a point this afternoon, it is simple. Sometimes the greatest resistance to the good news of the kingdom comes from the center of who we think we are. Maybe as a congregation, right here in our midst, we have a resistance to the good news that God's love has shattered the powers of sin and death and we are now free to love as Jesus loved. Maybe as a congregation, right here in our midst, we resist this love because it costs us something. Maybe we resist because the cost is too great, the cost requires us to give up too much of what we like and enjoy. Maybe right here in the midst of our congregation, we hear the words of the good news, but in the same moment, we reject them because they require us to see that what we often love has no real value and is quickly passing away.
	If I have another point, it would be this. Maybe as individuals, maybe as persons, we have a resistance to the good news of God's love that sits right there in the middle of our hearts. It's been there for a good long while. Maybe it's some pain, maybe it's some great doubt, maybe it's a skepticism about our worth, maybe it's us clinging to a way of life that serves our own self-interest. Whatever it is, we don't have to imagine animal like human faces and weird voices to acknowledge the demonic presence of sin and rebellion right here in our own hearts. Oh, maybe we cover over that sin and rebellion with a nice layer of lies that we tell ourselves, but in the end, sometimes we rise like that man and cry out, "What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God."
	My point this afternoon isn't to stir up a whole new level of introspection that has you doubting everything about yourself. My point this morning isn't to cause you panic and anxiety as you wonder whether that presence is there. Let me save you the trouble. It's there. In every one of us, there is that man with the unclean spirit that makes war and cries out against the Holy One of God. In our churches and congregations, the same thing is true. It is not secret that the church has been one of the biggest enemies of the kingdom of God since the very beginning.
	Isn't it strange to realize that the church, the collection of human beings tied together by the presence of the Holy Spirit, it has been the church that has resisted Jesus the most. It's easy to point the finger at the world and the allure and desires of this world to find our enemy, but the truth is that the enemy has always been from within. It has been our hearts in rebellion against God. We have often been the first to stand up and demand to know what it is that Jesus really wants, because sometimes we want to have nothing to do with Him.
	Deuteronomy tells us that God will send the one who will speak on God's behalf. Deuteronomy tells us that God will send God's prophet to speak words that the people need to hear. There's a funny thing about prophets, though. They are always rejected. Here in Deuteronomy Moses was the standard. Yet, the people resisted Moses. You see, it is the prophet who confronts people, confronts us with our errors, it is the prophet who tells us to repent, and it is the prophet that we are quick to dismiss. Sometimes, we kill them. We want nothing to do with them. We just want them to shut up and be silent. We don't want to be challenged. 
	Yet, while there might be that response that yells out from the center of who we are against what God is saying and demanding of us, Mark tells us that Jesus spoke a word of power against the demon, and it was exorcised from the man. Jesus was given the power to silence the demon's outburst and to liberate the man who was held under its power. Christ still has this power today. Will we listen? Will we submit?
