Exodus 12:1-14  
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:  2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household.  4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.  5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.  6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight.  7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.  8 They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs.  10 You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn.  11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD.  12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD.  13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.  14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

Romans 13:8 - 14   
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.  9 The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, "Love your neighbor as yourself."  10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;  12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;  13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Keep Your Sandals On
	For Christians, when you heard the story from Exodus chapter 12, what did it remind you of? Is there something we do as Christians that this story reminds you of? (await response)
	As many of you pointed out, this story reminds you of communion, or the Lord's Supper. When we partake of communion, we are actually remembering that Jesus and the disciples were celebrating Passover as they await his betrayal and the coming cross. I always like to make this point to remind us all that Jesus was a Jew. Judaism is the womb from which Christianity was born.
	Passover is a sacred time for all Jews. If Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday, or Easter, is the most sacred time for Christians, then for Jews, Passover is just as sacred. For Jews, Passover is a reminder of where they have come from, a reminder of God's faithfulness, and a reminder that all of us all of us are foreigners, travelers, and this world as it is, ruled by a multitude of Pharaohs, is not our home.
	However, for many of us who are Christians, times have changed. For example, all of us in this room no longer fear for our lives because we are Christians. While in places like Pakistan, Somalia, and Nigeria, Christians are often persecuted and killed for their faith, I would say that most Christians around the world no longer face a life and death choice in being a Christian. As a result, our faith has become comfortable; we have fallen into the tendency of taking our sandals off, so to speak. What I mean here is that in our current situation, it is easy for us to relax, to push our faith and the demands that God places on us into the corner. Again, I am a chief of sinners on this point.
	Yet, in interesting contrast, this has never really been the case for Jews. If the Passover is one of the highest times of remembrance for Jews, then it is also true that Passover has always been a time of great distress. Like the first Passover when God was preparing to deliver God's people from Pharaoh, Passover has always been observed on the move by a people who have had no real home and have not enjoyed the luxury of comfort that we enjoy in our Christian faith.
	History tells us the story that the observation of Passover by Jews has been a bitter time. For over a thousand years, Christians have used the excuse of calling Jews "Christ-killers" to persecute Jews during the time of Passover, which happens near our celebration of Easter. For example, cities and kings would pass laws against Jews not allowing anyone to buy the special wine needed before or during Passover. In fact, this special wine is used by many churches to observe communion. We have our own "version" of this in our communion for today in that the church adds vinegar to the grape juice. Anyway, the idea behind these laws was that since they thought of Jews as Christ killers, they made them unwelcome wherever they went.
	This persecution led to another one that involved something called the "Blood Libel." Blood Libel literally means "blood lie." Since Jews required special wine to celebrate Passover, and since they could not buy it, wild lies, or libels, were invented and spread by Christians during the time of Passover accusing Jews of murdering children and taking their blood to drink as wine. Again, these were outrageous lies, but nonetheless, people acted on them. For example, near the time of Easter in 1144 in Norwich England, a young man named William disappeared. Almost immediately, Christians began to accuse the local Jewish community of kidnapping him, killing him, and taking his blood for use in the Passover. While the Sheriff of Norwich protected the Jews from these lies, a short time later, mobs appeared and began attacking the Jews. As a result, the Jewish community there fled for their safety. 
	Now, my point this morning is just to illustrate that the time remembered for the Jewish people during the Passover meal has never really been allowed to be a memory. In fact, Passover has been a time for the same old story to be re-enacted year after year. The story is simple: the people of God, faced with the oppression of those around them, are about to be delivered. They prepare for this deliverance in this special meal that would later signify the hardship of being called out of their comfortable homes and into the wilderness to escape the authorities. In fact, it is exactly this same story we remember when we celebrate communion. The people of God, the disciples, are about to receive their ultimate deliverance which is the atoning death of their master Jesus. They prepare for this in a Passover meal celebrated with Jesus, and as Passover became a time of remembrance for Jews, so has Passover become a time of remembrance for us in communion. In fact, Jesus in the Gospels prepares the disciples just as God did with the people of Israel when Jesus tells them: "3 Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the road."
	In fact, the parallels continue. The blood libel was spread about early Christians as well. In ancient Rome, Christians were despised, just like the Jews; maybe even more despised. Christians would celebrate their common meal on Sundays, or the first day of the week. Over time, many Romans heard about the words we know and we will hear today, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you do, in remembrance of me." It did not take long for accusations to arise that Christians were drinking blood and eating human flesh. Just as it was and would be for the Jews, the early Christians were persecuted and murdered because of blood libel.
	It is interesting to me how history shows our two faiths, Judaism and Christianity to be so similar. It is interesting to me that for Jews, the time of Passover, the time of liberation and of freedom, comes during a time of remembering God's judgment and remembering the bitter herbs of suffering. It is interesting to me that for Christians, the Last Supper, our time of communion, is a time when we remember Christ's great sacrifice that would win us freedom. It is interesting to me that for the early Christians and the Jews, they understood on a very basic level what the Apostle Paul tells us today: "Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;"
	Salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LORD. 
	This morning, I would like to remind us all and call us to repentance because we have taken our sandals off. Do we have our staff in our hands? Are the sandals still on our feet? Are we prepared for the deliverance of our God from the powers of this world? Do we not understand that our salvation, bought for us in the blood of God's only Son Jesus, requires that we forever remain strangers, aliens, foreigners in this foreign land? Do we not know, have we not heard that who we are and what we are called to be is a people set apart that depends on God's provision and comfort in all things?
	I know this sounds a little depressing this afternoon. I know we don't like to be shown how we fall short. Yet, I tell you this, not in judgment, but in hope. For you see, the life you enjoy, the comfort that we all have now, it is a fleeting, vanishing thing. The wealth you may have, the health you may now enjoy, that job that you think is so important, that security you think you have when you walk down the street: all of it can, and will come to an end. 
	While a reading about the Passover and remembering what was involved in the murder of our Lord and Savior can be a time of great anxiety as we realize our own shortcomings, it is also a great time of hope. Our salvation is near at hand. It reminds us that no matter what comes our way, we are part of God's story, and God never abandons God's people. In keeping our sandals on, in keeping that rod in our hand, we acknowledge our dependence on God and our willingness and the need to follow where God leads. When we lose that job, when that loved one dies, when the time of trial comes upon us all, we have a hope that our salvation is nearer than when we first began. When that job requires you to almost work like a slave, when you come home exhausted and wondering why it has to be this way, when the world makes decisions that seem to target you and leave you broken and alone, I pray, I hope, I exhort you today: Have your sandals on, your deliverance is at hand.
	In closing, I would tell you the story of a sister in Christ from the previous church I served. Her name was Nancy, and she was a loving soul. However, while I loved Nancy, Nancy was also someone who had lived her whole life in the faith. There were things she took for granted. While she had certainly suffered, like all of us, you could tell a level of comfort in her faith and in the way things were surrounded her like a well worn glove. 
	That is until the day I received a horrible call. Maybe you remember this time. There were 32 people killed and 25 wounded on the campus of Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia. A disturbed young man went on a shooting rampage and killed those people. I remember sitting at my television as the first reports came in. I called Nancy. You see, her son Justin was a sophomore at Virginia Tech, and she had not heard from him and didn't know if he was safe. He actually went to classes where the shootings occurred. We started to pray. I heard from her a little while later that Justin was okay. We agreed to have a candlelight service at the church that night in memory of those killed and to pray for others. I remember preaching on this same text from Exodus. I remember telling Nancy that as Christians, we are called to keep the sandals of our feet because while our deliverance is at hand, deliverance and salvation come with bitter tears.
	Like so many of us, she assumed things tomorrow would be like they are today, so she took her sandals off as the rod dropped from her hand. Yet, the truth is, only God knows what tomorrow holds. Each of us could lose it all. Are your sandals on? Do you hold fast to the promise that no matter where you are in life, what your sufferings, deliverance is at hand? As Christians, we must never take those sandals off. We must always be ready to march. If you will keep them on, I promise you one thing: God will triumph, deliverance will come.


