Topic: FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS!
Text: Genesis 37:19-20
“Here comes the dreamer!” they said to each other. Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
INTRODUCTION
Dreams: 
Are successions of images, ideas, emotions, and sensations that occur involuntarily in the mind during certain stages of sleep. The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. 2000. I would want to define dreams from the Christian perspective as, the divine revelation of God’s promise and plan for mankind through images that occur during our sleep.   
Dreamers are mostly misunderstood, mistreated and often rejected by their friends, family and the society. They usually face unfortunate circumstances. Joseph like other dreamers was always praying to God and following his dreams, but his prayers seemed to go unanswered. He did great and amazing things to his friends and family but suffered all the more because they did not believe in him or in his dreams. Josephs ornamented robe of many colors symbolized a position of honor and esteem. Dreams refresh our vision for God. 
Let me start by asking you the following questions, do you have dreams? Do you believe in your dreams? I hope so. Well congratulations! I celebrate with you today, and based on the life of Joseph, I’ve got goodnews for you that dreams come true, so follow your dreams. We must take advantage of the plan of God for our lives as we pursue our dreams. 
BELIEVE IN YOUR DREAMS
One of the biggest challenges we have as God’s children is ‘doubt’. When you doubt, your dreams seem like you are climbing the highest mountains, where you look all around you, and all hope seems lost. At that point in time, your dreams seem like you’re going down the deepest valley, or crossing the deep blue sea, searching answers to life’s questions. But right there in nature’s beautiful gift ‘sleep’ we dream dreams that actually come true. Look all around you and all you will see are the beautiful works of creation by a great architect (God) no one compares with Him. He made our minds, our hearts, our bodies, gave us the brains to think and reason, and as we lay down to sleep, we dream dreams that sometimes seem practically impossible with men, but possible with Him for it is He who made us. You and I have to believe in our dreams, even though all hope seems lost and things may not go the way we want them to. But above all, it is very important to believe in yourself, believe in your dreams and say to yourself, “I can do all things through Christ, and all things are possible in Jesus” for there’s no body greater than Him. Nobody heals like Jesus can, He is the most Holy God, the great I am, mighty is His hand who carried redemption plan. 
FACE YOUR DREAMS
Joseph was very determined and was ready to face his dreams. One other question that came to my mind is this, does God speak to us through dreams? Do our dreams help us know God’s will today? In Judges 7:15 the bible says, “When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped God. He returned to the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The Lord has given the Midianite camp into our hands.”  In Daniel 1:17, we see a clear answer that God gave the four young men knowledge and understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. These four young men stayed focused, faced their dreams and refused to be distracted. Staying focused helps in the realization of our dreams.
DREAM BIG
Life comes with a lot of challenges, but in the midst of it all, we must aim high. As we follow our dreams and as we run in life’s race, we must take a stand, be determined and committed to run, no matter the cost. Keep following your dreams and run even though sometimes you may get lost, and be determined to finish this race and realize your life goals. We sometimes don’t know how, when or where, our dreams will come true, but when we depend on God’s unchanging and saving grace that is embedded in his promise for we dream big dreams and they come to reality. We turn out victorious and take our proper place in the winning circle. 

Just like Joseph the dreamer in the book of Genesis, as you dream big dreams through life’s journey. Know that He sees the tears you cry, He shares your pain inside, so just know He has His hands on you. Sometimes dreams take time to come true. Joseph for example had to wait for thirteen years to become the Prime Minister of Egypt. David waited fifteen years to become king, after running and hiding from Saul who wanted to take his life. Martin Luther King, Jr. had to wait for ten years to see his dream begin to come true with the passage of the Voting Rights Act in the United States of America 1965, amidst threats, hardship within the civil rights movements. 
Dreams are like a father and a mother awaiting the birth of their new born baby, or an athlete waiting for the sound of the gun to run his race. So, waiting patiently is one very important discipline in making your dreams come true. In following your dreams, it is also important to know that dreams take tests to come true. So you may face cruelty, hatred, jealousy, rejection or sometimes even thrown into a very tight corner just like Joseph by those closest to him. Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt where God promoted him to His glory (Gen 37:28).
CONCLUSION
As you follow your dream, always keep in mind that, we serve a God who makes snow falls from the sky. He sketches the tapestry of the rainbow to cover the sky. He can do every little thing for you and for me. He gives a vision, and creates the skyscraper tall. He uses patterned colors and gives it a name light fall. It’s no wonder how He can do every little thing He does for me, and if it hadn’t been for God our dream wouldn’t have come true. Where would we have been? We would have been at the bottom, with our dreams shattered. When he tells us there is a place at the top for us. Let us never lose sight thinking we are at the back side, for yet God is showing us today that there is a place in the front where we should be. He has prepared a table, a banquet for you and me before Kings. So pursue and follow your dreams. If He who made us can take our fragile and wounded hearts and fills it with his unconditional love. We have the power to dream big to the glory of his name and the expansion of his kingdom here on earth, for He has taken our guilt and shame and gave us grace to rise above shame. 
 
