Mark 9:2-10   
2 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them,  3 and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them.  4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus.  5 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah."  6 He did not know what to say, for they were terrified.  7 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!"  8 Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.  9 As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  10 So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could mean. 

2 Corinthians 4:1-7 
Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart.  2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.  3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing.  4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5 For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake.  6 For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 

Hidden Things
	For the last several weeks, our special guest ministers have spoken a lot about remaining hopeful and faithful. They spoke about the promises of God. Even when we are unsure of those promises, their point was that we can trust in God's promises. I agree with these things. In a way, I want to build on what they said by giving helping us to understand ourselves. They focused on the promises of God, and this afternoon I want us to understand ourselves so that we can come to a better knowledge of why God's promises are reliable.
	In order to understand ourselves, I would like us to wrestle with our doubt. I would like us to consider why it is seems so hard to understand our faith and God's plan is for our lives. This lack of understanding that arises in our faith becomes an even bigger problem as we suffer. When we suffer loss or setbacks, when we feel threatened on every side, we struggle even harder to understand faith. We feel unfocused, unsettled, and un-centered upon God when things go wrong. Maybe we even feel that we are being judged by God. Maybe we feel that our problems are a result of not being faithful enough. Or, as sometimes happen, we look at our suffering and wonder how can we believe at all when everything else seems so lost?
	Thank God for Scripture. As we ask the question of why we struggle with our faith and understanding, we are blessed by Scripture because it gives us insight into the attitudes of the very first followers of Jesus. Today,we get to take a look at Peter, James, and John at a moment of struggle for them.
	So, there they were, the three closest disciples to Jesus as they arrived at the top of the mountain with Jesus. Once there, Jesus is transfigured; he undergoes a metamorphosis as the Greek suggests. Jesus' clothes become as bright as the sun, and around him appear Moses and Elijah, and all three begin to talk with one another. These disciples are terrified, and so nervous Peter pipes up, "Umm, Lord, isn't this wonderful! How about we set up a shrine to mark the occasion?"
	Yet, as soon as Peter opens his mouth, a voice from heaven booms over them, "This is my son...listen to him!" Stop listening to yourself Peter, we don't need you to add anything, we don't need your next great idea; no, just shut up Peter and listen to the man who was just transformed. So, they come down the mountain after this wonderful experience. I can imagine the three disciples are probably wondering what they are going to tell everyone else when they get back. But it is at this point that Jesus tells them to be silent about what is happened. Jesus wants them to keep it a secret. I'm sure they are shocked. Yet, as Mark records, after all the wonderful things that have happened, the disciples start debating among themselves about what it all meant and what life after death is or isn't.
	Now, in case you haven't picked up on my sarcasm, I hope it is clear that the disciples are clueless. In a way they are idiots, and they have understood nothing. In fact, it is from this observation that I want you to understand yourselves and draw a little comfort. Think about it. These men ate, drank, talked with, and slept next to Jesus everyday of his public ministry. Not only that, they went to the mountaintop and saw a miraculous revelation of God. They have seen Moses and Elijah back from the dead. They have literally seen the signs and symbols of their faith come alive. Two of the great men from the stories they heard as kids in synagogue were alive right in front of their eyes, and they were talking with Jesus, and even after this, they still don't get it. They still don't see, they still don't understand.
	Although we didn't read it for today, this was Peter's problem back in chapter eight, verse 33. Jesus tells Peter he must die and be raised from the dead. I mean, Jesus isn't being mysterious or coy at this point. Jesus is directly revealing what is going on and why it must happen. Like a simple children's puzzle, Jesus is connecting the dots for Peter about where this journey of faith is going, and still Peter doesn't get it, and actually attempts to rebuke Jesus. It is at that point that Jesus tells Peter, "get behind me Satan," and informs Peter that God's plans are a little bigger and more complex than the happy ending Peter is looking for.
	What I am trying to suggest to you today is what Paul says in verse 7 of 2 Corinthians 4: "But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us."
	Peter couldn't understand with Jesus right there next to him to explain it. The other disciples who were with Jesus at every point didn't get it. And guess what, the faithful from the very beginning have had a hard time understanding and interpreting the meaning of their faith in the face of hardship and suffering. The reason we struggle, the reason Peter struggled, the reason all of God's people have struggled with God's promises is that we just can't handle it. We are all clay jars. We are all weak, feeble, flawed. Being clay jars means that by nature we are always going to struggle with the demands of our faith, especially as we suffer, because we are trying to come to grips with, understand, and even contain just a shard of God's glory . We just can't do it, and as long as we live, we are going to stumble, fall, and struggle with this thing we call faith and this conviction that Jesus Christ died so that we might have life. God's promises are true, God is faithful, and while we struggle with our faith, the struggle is the result of our inability to fully contain, explain, understand, or even hold the unimaginable depths of God's Grace.
	But there is even better news. The really good news is that success does not depend upon us. The transforming power of the gospel, the truth of God's mysterious ways and plans do not depend on us getting right. While we are the clay jars that seek to house the very glory of God in our hearts, this also means that there is a potter, and artist who continues to shape us and mold us, even when we get it wrong. Even though Jesus rebuked Peter, he took him up to the mountain a little later. Even as Peter, once again, fails to understand the significance of what just happened, Jesus keeps walking next to him as they make their way to Jerusalem.
	For us, this is good news because no matter the depths of our doubt and no matter the difficulty of our struggle with the promises of God, God is still there, revealing God's glory in, with, and through us. Sometimes, we even find out that the struggle, the doubt, the dark places, the valleys, the hardships, the pain, sometimes these things are there to reveal the deeply hidden things God wishes to show us. The really great news is that our struggle results in new and exciting discoveries just waiting to be revealed by God's Grace.

