Matthew 1:1-17  
An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram,  4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon,  5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse,  6 and Jesse the father of King David. And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,  7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph,  8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah,  9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,  10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah,  11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel,  13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor,  14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud,  15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob,  16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.  17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 

What's In a Name?
	I'm so glad there are people left here in the room after that reading! Seriously, I really agonized this week over whether or not to do this reading. I know that in a Korean context, you all struggle with the longer readings that I do on Sunday, and for you to sit through a reading of names must be pretty unbearable. So, I really do appreciate your patience.
	Also, I understand. I remember being about 10 or 11 years old when I made the decision to read the Bible from cover to cover. I really got into it, until I hit stuff like the book of Numbers and Leviticus. So many names. So many lists. So many rules. I didn't make it on that attempt. I'm sure I'm not the only one to be stopped in their tracks by the long lists of family names, or genealogies. 
	However, this afternoon, I would like to suggest that when we skip over the hard parts of Scripture, like this genealogy that begins the book of Matthew, we really do miss some very important details. In the case of the book of Matthew, unless you take a moment to look at this genealogy in reference to Hebrew Scripture, you might miss what Matthew is trying to do in his story about Jesus.
	First of all, there are some really important names on the list. Abraham. Isaac. Jacob. Boaz. David. Solomon. Zadok. These names on this list actually are there to lend support to the idea that Jesus is, in fact, the Messiah everyone was waiting for. The Messiah had to be born from the lineage of David if he was to be Israel's king. Being the offspring of Abraham firmly establishes that he was a Jew, and that the promise of the Messiah was given to the Jews, and it will be through a Jew that the whole world will come to know peace and reconciliation. 	These famous names establish Jesus as the promised one, and most importantly, create continuity. Against every form of our faith that wants to break history into two parts between the time of the Jews and the time of Christ, this genealogy clearly shows us that God has been at work and present throughout all human history, leading us up to this point, the point of the coming of the Messiah. In other words, this genealogy shows us that God is always faithful, throughout the long struggle of human history. There are not two covenants, the covenant to Israel and some sort of new covenant in Jesus like many believe. Instead, there is really only one; one, ongoing process of grace from the beginning of time until today.
	So, what's in a name. There is a lot in a name, and we've only got started.
	Let's look at some other interesting things about these names. Is there anything strange or weird that stick out to you in this list? Is there something odd about the names that appear?
	Okay, let me explain. In the Jewish world, you didn't have first and last names like we do. For example, if I had been born a Jew, my name would have been "Samuel ben Sam." My dad's name is "Sam," and so I would have been, "Samuel son of Sam." In Aramaic, or the common form of Hebrew spoken by Jesus, by name would have "Samuel bar Sam," or again, "Samuel, son of Sam." The point is simple. Your name, who you are was determined by your father and your ancestors. This is what we see in Jesus' genealogy. For example, you see in verse 2: "Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah..."
	Now this is important because who your father was determined a lot about you. If you had a claim to inherit something in your family, it would be your ancestry that established your claim. In Jesus' case, the claim that he is Messiah and King of Israel is made by the fact that King David was one of his fathers. 
	Yet, what is strange is the presence of women's names. We have four of these names. Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and the wife of Urriah, which we know as Bathsheba. Four women. In fact, these aren't just any women. They are really important women in the history of Israel. And more than that, if these women were alive today and did what they did when they were alive, we would probably hate them and say all sort of nasty things about them.
	Take Rahab. She was a prostitute. In fact, the name Rahab means "broad," and I can let your imagination wonder what that might suggest about a prostitute. However, this prostitute protected the Israelite spies who were sent to spy on Jericho from the authorities. When the time came and Jericho was destroyed, Rahab and her family were spared and actually made part of Israel.
	Let's look at Tamar. She was the daughter-in-law of Judah, the son of Jacob. When the Lord killed her wicked husband as well as wicked second husband, her brother-in-law, she was left without a husband, and without any security. Judah, her father-n-law, had the obligation to care for her, but he tried to keep her at a distance so he wouldn't suffer the same fate as his sons. He even kept his youngest son from marrying her. So what does Tamar do? She dresses as a prostitute to lure Judah to her, and Judah fathers a child by her named Perez.
	Let's look at Ruth. Well, first off, she is a Moabite. To let you know what that means, let's remember the story of Lot and his daughters from Genesis 19. Lot's daughters seduce their father and have an incestuous relationship with him. Children are born. One of those children is a boy named Moab. Moab, throughout the entire Old Testament, is another way of saying that someone was cursed, inbred, and extremely wicked. Ruth is a woman from Moab. In the book of Ruth we are told that she loses her Israelite husband, yet refuses to abandon her mother-in-law. Her mother-in-law Naomi then talks her into "uncovering the feet" (and I'll let your imagination wonder what that means too) of her next living relative, Boaz. From this union, King David is eventually born.
	Then there is the wife of Uriah, or Bathsheba as we know her. Uriah was a mighty captain of King David's army. However, David desired Uriah's wife, Bathsheba, and so her took her. She became pregnant. At first, David tried to cover it up. When David couldn't, David decided to have Uriah assassinated. Uriah died on the battlefield, abandoned and betrayed by his king, and David took his wife. From their union, King Solomon was born.
	Now, my point this afternoon isn't to talk about these women as if women are more sinful than men. We must always remember that it takes two to dance, it takes a Judah, a Boaz, and a David to partner with these women. In fact, it is the injustice of men like Judah and David that produces the evils we hear about. 
	To take it a step further, Matthew makes one of the most brilliant points of theology found in the entire New Testament, and it is a point that is contrary to simple appeals to what we think is morality. What's funny is that this brilliant point is found in one of the most boring readings in Scripture. The point is this: it is from the most broken, the most desperate, the most heart-wrenching, and yes, even the most immoral situations that human beings create that God reveals his glory. 
The really great news that God is faithful and still active in the world does not come from the safe and sound lives of what we consider to be normal. No, instead, it is in the midst of tragic despair that God's light shines, that God's promises are fulfilled, and that God does new and exciting things in the world. It is even in the midst of scandal that God does new things and uses what we intend for evil to the glory of God and the good of God's people.
	This even applies to the end of our reading for today. In Mary's day, few people believed her claim that she was still a virgin after giving birth to Jesus. While we believe in the virgin birth as a matter of truth revealed by Scripture, we should never forget that even Jesus is born into situation that many found to be scandalous. Scandal, shame, brokeness, hurt, sorrow, despair. God that takes these things and transforms them for God's glory.
	In fact, that was my point last week. I know that many of you might have thought that the sermon was overly depressing, but it connects this week because the good news is that God is faithful and at work in our lives and in the world exactly at the deepest points of our own despair, suffering, and pain. It is from those dried up places in our lives where we don't think life is possible that God will bring new life and new hope. In fact, hope is only possible if you have experienced despair and lack of hope.
	And the good news this afternoon, on this afternoon of preparation, is that we can prepare the way for his coming. Instead of pretending that those broken places aren't there, instead of trying to cover up the scars, instead of trying to lie to ourselves that everything is really okay, we have an opportunity to confess, to prepare, to open up the desolate places in our life, our scandals, and let God recreate us in the image of his Son.
	The story of the Gospel, the story that Matthew 1:1-17 tells us is not a story of the Prosperity gospel. In fact, the good news takes place in lack of prosperity, the good news takes place in those secret, hidden crevices where all our skeletons are hidden and buried. The real story begins and ends with a name, Immanuel, God with us, God with our brokenness, healing and restoring our wounds.

