Matthew 18:21-35  
21 Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?"  22 Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.  23 "For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.  24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;  25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.'  27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.'  29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.'  30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place.  32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?'  34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart."

Romans 14:1-12  
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.  2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand.  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.  7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.  9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.  11 For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."  12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Beyond Accounting
	As we do on many Sunday mornings, I would like to begin this morning with a quiz. So here it is: Look at the pictures of these three men. They are: Warren Buffett, Bill Gates, and Carlos Slim Helu. Now, looking at these pictures, answer this question: who here is the richest man in the world? (wait for answers). Yes, these pictures of the three wealthiest men in the world, and their rank is: Warren Buffett, CEO of Berkshire Hathaway is number three, and as of March of this year, he was worth about 50 billion USD. Bill Gates, of Microsoft is number two, and he was worth about 56 billion USD. And the richest man in the world is Carlos Slim Helu, CEO of America Movil of Mexico, is worth about 76 billion USD. That's a lot of money. 
	To help you understand how much money that is sitting in the hands of these three men, let's use a concept. Combined, these three men are worth about 182 billion dollars. 182 billion USD is the average lifetime income of you and about 124,000 (ship e man tsa jon man myong) people like you. Again, for you and 124,000 people like you, you combined will earn nearly 182 billion dollars in your whole life. 
	However, the best way that I like to think about large numbers like this is by using this illustration. If you were to spend $76,000 USD, or something like 80,000,000 won (pael chon man won) everyday, every single day, from the day that Jesus was born, year one of the year of our Lord, you still would not have spent the 76 billion USD that Mr. Helu is worth. If you bought 2 new, nice cars every day for 2,000 years, you could not spend what this one man is worth. Let's think of it another way. If you took a US $100 dollar bill (the one with Benjamin Franklin on the front) and you stacked them to make $10,000 dollars (man dollars), that stack would be 1.7 centimeters think. Take that 1.7 centimeter stack of 100 dollar bills and pile them one on top of the other until you reached 1 million dollars. 1 million dollars is now 17 meters tall (probably taller than this church). Now, keep stacking until you reach 1 billion dollars. Now, your stack of 1 billion dollars worth of 100 dollar bills is 17,000 kilometers tall (man chil chon kilometers). Now, let's make a stack 76 billion dollars high of 100 dollar bills. That stack would have to be about 1.3 million kilometers (baek tsam ship man kilometers) tall. The end of that stack is now 3 times as far away from us as the moon is.
	My point this morning is simple: there is a point that you reach in counting, whether it is money or anything else, that it doesn't make much sense to count anymore. You can't really count it. The numbers just become numbers on paper; the numbers become divorced from any real meaning that we can understand. The world in which you and I live, the world in which we have to pay our bills, worry about where the rent or jonse will come from, the world in which we have to debate which mobile phone plan is more affordable and better than another, this world cannot make sense of those kinds of numbers. There is such a thing as all the money in the world, and to be quite honest, our minds cannot practically understand or use that idea in our lives.
	Now, those were big numbers. In fact, those numbers are so big, we cannot understand them. Now, if that was true of money and cars and wealth, I want you for just a second to think about God's care, grace, and kindness towards us all. More than 76 billion dollars, more than all the money in the world that there is to spend, God's grace surpasses all of these concepts. I want to put it plainly to you this morning: it is impossible for the mind of a human being to contain the vastness and overflowing abundance of who God is and how deeply God cares for each and every one of us.
	Now, since this is true, the natural question we need to be asking ourselves is this: Why do we pretend to think we can understand this? Why do we pretend we can count the riches and blessings of God? Why do we pretend that we can measure and judge this vast grace in others? You might think this is a strange question, but it is one that needs to be asked, because as Christians, as the church, we seem to be doing this all the time. Whether the question is Catholic versus Presbyterian or Methodist, or whether or not this person is really being a good Christian, the truth of the matter is that whether we like to admit it or not, we are always trying to measure God's immeasurable grace. Being human beings that like things to be measurable, being fallen human beings that like to compare ourselves to others, and certainly like to think better of ourselves that the poor sinners outside these doors, we go around trying to measure God's grace like we would if we spent piel chon man won every day, thinking we might be able to come to spend it all. 
	Yet, Jesus' story we heard today is so true. In that story, we stood condemned, we stood as the one's owing the master great sums, great amounts of wealth. Yet, in God's grace, we have been forgiven. Our debt has been cancelled. However, we still go on counting out the nickels and the dimes, or the oh baek man won coins. As soon as we receive the good news, we go back out demanding the full measure, the full accounting of what others have done to us, or what they owe us, or where others fall short of the goodness we think we have. Like this servant, we fail, we sin when we demand greater accountability from others, when we measure ourselves against others, when we compete with God's free gift.
	And so it is that Paul warns us against this in Romans. He tells us: "Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions.  2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.  3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them.  4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand."
	Let me translate for us today: Welcome those who are a little poorer than us, who don't quite understand, and don't fight with them. Some of them might believe this thing or that. Some might not really understand much at all. Some might believe you have to go to church on Saturday, others Sunday. Some might believe that it's alright to drink some alcohol, some may not. Some might believe you have to say and intense prayer before every meal, others might not. Some might believe this opinion, others another opinion. Yet, and we need to pay attention, who are we to pass judgment on the servants of another? If they stand, if they are God's own children, if they are his servants, it is God, not us, not our measurement, not our comparison, not our way that makes them this way: it is the Lord alone.  
	I know that my words sound hard today. I wrestle with myself. I remember when I first became ordained. I was full of pride and the sure knowledge that I was doing the Lord's work. I was serving this poor, rural congregation. I was doing what others refused to do. I went into the places where others would not go. I was full of pride on the day that I started receiving these strange letters. You see, about a year after I took this first post, I began to receive disturbing reports that others in the area were preaching against me specifically. What was involved was that some local ministers began preaching sermons about how Presbyterians were really lost. They brought out the statistics about how the Presbyterian church was declining in numbers, and that this was proof that God had abandoned Presbyterians. Of course, they liked to use their statistics. They liked to talk about how their group was one of the largest groups of Christians in the United States.
	Anyway, soon after this, I began to receive these letters, addressed to me, Rev. Samuel Weddington, about once a month in my mail. There was no return address on the envelope. I opened it up, and in the envelope was this strange tract. On it, the track talked about how God hated denominations, about how God didn't like Methodists, Presbyterians, Catholics, or even Baptists. I got this strange letter, again, almost every month. The letter was sent locally, I know, because the postage stamp said the name of a nearby town. I remember getting so mad. I mean, who were they to judge me. Didn't they know who I was? Didn't they understand how foolish they were?
	Today, I am no longer mad. In fact, I no longer care. I no longer care because I am beginning to understand the language and logic of God's grace. I can't count it. I can't measure it. I can't stack the grace of God on top of itself until it reaches out beyond the moon. I can't spend it all. I can't run out of it. I can't run away from it. Yes, the grace and mercy and love of God is beyond accounting. So, I've given up. I no longer keep count. I no longer try, though I admit that I sometimes fail, but I try to no longer count who is in and who is outside of God's grace. All I know is that I have been forgiven my debts; who am I to go out trying to collect debts from others?
	Who am I, who are we to go out measuring the grace of God? Can you spend it? Can you count it? Do you think you can understand the full measure of it? I say you can't. Scripture says you can't. All I have is the faith and the trust to move forward in this little piece of simple knowledge. Beyond accounting. Beyond the little list of sins that I like to keep on how I have fallen short. Beyond the list we keep about others. God's grace is beyond all these things, and even more.
