Matthew 25:1-13  
Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.  3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;  4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  6 But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.'  7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.  8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.'  9 But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'  10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.'  12 But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.'  13 Be alert therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11  
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.  2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  3 When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!  4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;  5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.  6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;  7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.  8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,  10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.  11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Delayed Drowsiness
-When I was a kid, I used to fall asleep in church so often.
-My mom would pinch me in a very painful way to wake me up.
-The point was not to fall asleep because I needed to pay attention.

-Of course, my mom wasn't being fair.
-Sleeping in church was something the church has been battling since its inception.

-Story of Puritan churches- feather/public punishment.
-Even today, we have to "battle" this. Examples.

-So, when we come to parables like this one, we start by applying it directly.
-Stay awake; pay attention. It's almost like a competition sometimes: who pays the most attention to the sermon wins. The awake ones are the good ones.
-We don't want to be like those 5 foolish women without oil.
-We don't want to be "locked" out.

-Other bad side effect is that we start applying it literally to others.
-Maybe we see someone sleeping, or not being alert enough in their Christian walk, and we start making assumptions about them.

-We start to make distinctions between people. Instead of trying to help, we persecute.
-This person isn't alert enough; this person isn't a vigilant enough Christian.

-Isn't this the way that we often read Paul's words together with Jesus' words.
-We're of the light, so act like it- stay awake, don't fall asleep; they are the foolish ones, of the darkness- don't be like them- they're lazy Christians who fall asleep.

-Even some translations of the Bible make this easy to do. For example, in verse 13, many Bibles make this parable about staying awake. They translate it as: "Stay awake, therefore." Unfortunately, the word that is used is better translated as "be alert."

-Because of this confusion, we misunderstand the parable when we do this.
-Some things to remember: all 10 women were invited to the wedding, even the foolish ones.
-In fact, all 10 of the women were "holding vigil" or waiting for the bridegroom. They were all "included."
-The bridegroom was delayed, however. Something kept him from coming. This is clearly a reference to the return of Christ signaling the "wedding" of the kingdom of God.
-While they were waiting, all 10 of them fell asleep. 
-If it's about staying awake, why did the 5 other "good" women get to stay?

-The story goes on to tell us that the bridegroom finally came, and all the women were alerted.
-5 were prepared because they had oil with them; 5 were not because they did not to bring theirs.
-They even thought they had time to go get some at the market to make the preparations that they forgot to make earlier. Kind of like when you don't prepare for a test, you try to "cram" the information.
-But when they return, they find that they have been locked out and the bridegroom will not allow them to enter.

-So, from the story, we can draw a few things. All 10 fell asleep. In fact, that is not the central part of the story. This is not the "sin." Actually, this parable isn't about assigning guilt or blame.
-The story isn't about falling asleep, either in church or on the Christian "job." It is natural for all human beings to need sleep, or rest, even in their spiritual life.
-For example, there are times when it is necessary to study, or just to pray, or to take it easy, or to work hard, etc. We even know that rest is built into God's creation.
-Waiting is the hardest thing. We wait, and we wait for God to act, to do something, and life wears us down.

-The problem comes because the foolish women never prepared the simple things required to do the job.
-In a strange way, the 5 foolish women were guilty of being invited and not honoring the invitation.
-Like we are guilty of sometimes, the 5 foolish women were guilty because they had no oil, therefore they couldn't light their lamps.
-Like the women, we are guilty of not preparing ourselves with the stuff necessary to bare light to the world.

-This is important. Jesus talks about light elsewhere in the gospel of Matthew.
-There, Jesus says: "In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven." -Matthew 5:16
-To put it another way, the oil of the Spirit is the kind and giving and charitable heart of Christ in us that shines like light to the world around us.
-We when love as we have been loved, we shine this light of charity. Love is the oil of the Spirit. In fact, oil has been understood as a symbol for the Spirit since the very beginning of the church.

-The point of the parable is to be ready with the oil so we can shine some light. Be ready to let your charity and love and kindness shine through- you can't just go to the market to buy some when the time comes.
-In a way, the parable is really telling us to be ready with some preparation and practice.
-This is important. We so often hear that the gospel is about just believing the right things or saying the right prayers. This isn't the light.
-The light of Christ is found in loving as he loved. This doesn't come naturally. Only God can supply it, and we have to practice at it, we have to prepare it, we have to get it ready and able within us.
-Take our enemies for example. It is easy to walk away and ignore them. But we have to "practice" loving them.

-It is from this vantage point that we can understand Paul. In all that talk about staying awake and being vigilant, his point is found in verses 8 and 11.
-Paul says: But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation... Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
-Our light, the oil we need to have ready, the stuff we can't just go out and buy at the last minute, is our love, our charity, our good works, our encouraging one another, our building one another up.
-In a way, when we love like this, we allow the oil of God's love to be present. We kind of become a really deep well of love. And unlike the 5 women who did get in, we have some to share. In a way, we delay drowsiness by keeping each other awake as we wait for the bridegroom to return.
