Amos 5:20-24  
20 Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?  21 I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.  22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.  23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.  24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.
Matthew 25:14-30  
4 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;  15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents.  17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.  18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.  19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.'  21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.'  23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'  24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;  25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'  26 But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.  28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.  29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.  30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

Holy Noise
	I don't know if you have heard about it, but in America there is something called the "The Kingdom Assignment." The assignment was invented by a pastor named Denny Bellesi the day that he preached from the Matthean text that we read today. On that day, he gave out $10,000 by giving each member of his congregation $100. There were three requirements in getting the money: 1) the $100 belongs to God, 2) you must invest it in God’s work, 3) report your results in 90 days.  
	Well, it didn't take long for the money to grow. The people thought it was amazing. It was so amazing that television stations started to cover the story, and from there it has a fashionable project within American churches. People liked this project because when we look at this parable, we see it as a challenge for us to use our God given talents to start producing great things for God's kingdom.
	In a way, we like the way that this project sounds. We like the idea of combining faith and hard work and seeing what happens. For many, they called this project a miracle. 
	I don't want to sound too negative about it. However, I am a little cautious. Let's start with the first idea. Someone gives you $100 and tells you that this is God's money. While that sounds good, what do we say about all the other money in our own personal bank accounts? Is that our money? Are we comfortable saying that $100 is God's money, while keeping $1,000 or the tens of thousands in our own bank account?
	The other thing that struck me as a little wrong with the project is that it seriously misunderstands what is going on in this parable that Jesus is telling us. While we want to focus on our own personal "talents" and our own diligence in making that small amount of $100 grow, we fail to understand that Jesus wasn't talking about our personal talents, he was talking about money. 
	More than a simple $100 bill, Jesus said that this master gave out talents of gold. In the ancient Roman world, a talent was a huge amount of money. A talent was an amount of gold or silver that weighed as much as a small person. Jesus was saying that the master was giving out 50kg or gold or silver to these slaves. To translate this for our modern day and age, a talent of gold would be worth 1.5 million US dollars. Accordingly, Jesus begins telling us this parable by stating the impossible; by saying something that no one could ever believe.
	To give a talent of gold to a servant was ridiculous. What would they do with it? If I gave you 1.5 million dollars, what would you do with it? How about 15 million dollars? For the slaves in this story, one talent of gold is more money than they would ever make in their lives, and the master is going around giving it out like candy. What could a poor, uneducated slave do with 1.5, 7.5, or 15 million dollars?
	From this perspective, I think you can better understand the slave that went and buried it. To put it simply, Jesus starts the story by saying that each of these slaves was given a treasure beyond imagination, and some were fearful over what to do with it. With more money in his hands than he could ever make, the poor slave with 1.5 million dollars, or one talent, decided that the only thing he could do to make sure that he didn't lose it, or that he was robbed, was to go and bury the money. 
	In a strange way, Jesus is exactly right. This parable is about the kingdom of God, and the truth is that the free grace of God to a sinful humanity is so great, is so much that it will literally bury you. You can't spend it, you can't even really count it, and in a strange way, you don't know what to do with it. Each of us, by the grace of God, has been given such great love and forgiveness by God that sometimes we don't know if we can handle it.
	Given this, we need to understand what Jesus was really trying to say to this crowd. The slave with one talent's problem wasn't that he was lazy, or that he didn't develop his "talents". Instead, in the face of such an overwhelming amount of grace freely given by the master, the servant became afraid, and so he tried to bury it and hide it to keep it safe. Like each of us when confronted with how awesome God's love is for us, we start thinking about how insecure we are. We start to withdraw from things and people around us because they are unsafe and they might taint, or ruin, all this goodness. 
	Just like how we think about our own money, we think of God's love as something that can be lost rather than freely given. We don't want to lose it, we don't want to make a mistake, we don't feel we can make it a reality in our lives, so we just decide to keep it to ourselves.
	To put it another way, we keep it quite because we don't want it to be found. We hide it. We bury it. We don't feel we can share it. We don't feel that it can be real.
	And what does it look like when the people of God stop sharing this never-ending gift of grace? Well, when the church stops sharing, the church starts to run out of the oil that we spoke about last week. When the church buries the abundance of grace it has been given, it becomes focused on outward things and trying to keep a distance between the church and the world. We start to become self-righteous. We start to become more concerned with who seems to be losing this grace rather than focusing on the fact that it can't be lost, and even if we tried, we could never spend it all. In short, we become a church filled with Holy Noise, talking a lot about God, but neglecting to share.
	It's easy to do. I am even guilty myself. I have been given an abundance of wealth, and abundance of God's grace, and I find myself guilty of failing to share it. For some time now, I have been struggling with the issue of forgiving others who have wronged me. I want to forgive, I want to freely share God's goodness to me, but when I start thinking about what that involves, I start burying it. I fail to forgive. I fail to be the good servant that takes all that wealth and makes even more. I fail because I feel that sharing that goodness means less for me.
	This is Holy Noise, and we are all guilty at times. This was the problem in Amos' day. The people of God, filled with riches and abundance, have wonderful temples and beautiful music. Everything seems just right. It is all so well presented. Like a modern Christian rock concert, we work so hard to make a good production, but we neglect the very thing God requires of us: sharing. We sing the right songs, we say the prayers in just the right way, but we neglect the love and justice for others that God requires. We bury it. We hide God's grace. Instead, God wants us to take away all that production value and let justice and righteousness and fairness and kindness and charity, let these things flow like an ever rolling stream.
	No more Holy Noise. No more burying the great wealth God has given us. No more hiding, no more fear. Either we take the master at his word, either we take the great abundance we have been give and share it and use it to build up God's kingdom, or we do not. 
	I didn't read it today because it would have made the reading too long. But if you keep reading the Scripture here in Matthew, Jesus gives a clear picture of the wealth and abundance, the talents, that God is looking for in God's people. It's not $100 dollars, it's not $10,000 dollars. It's not how well you sing, or how well dressed you are on Sunday. It's not how well you can quote Scripture, and it's not how religious you seem to be. The wealth and talents that God looks for in God's people is found in giving water to the thirsty, visiting those in prison, clothing the naked and the poor. God doesn't want a rock concert. God doesn't want production value. God doesn't want a business minded church that is profitable. God wants a people who take his wealth and share it, develop it, give it freely as it has been given freely to us.
