Matthew 25:31-46  
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory.  32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,  33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.  34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;  35 for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.'  37 Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink?  38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?  39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?'  40 And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.'  41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;  42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  44 Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?'  45 Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'  46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Sheep And Goats
	For me, anyway, there is something very disturbing about our reading today. For me, I am always troubled by the dark images of God's judgment. Sometimes, people joke with me that I am a "softy." What they meant by this is that when it came to the topic of sin and judgment, I am soft. Of course, they are right, even though they are being kind in their joking.
	I'm not a person that is comfortable with judgment. I'm not saying that I don't judge, because Lord knows that I do. Instead, when I look at people, I try to see them, with all their problems, all their sins, all the bad things about them through God's eyes. Again, I am not always successful. 
	If the truth be told, none of us are really successful in doing this. For all of us, there are those times, situations, or people that so bother us that when we see judgment in their lives, when we see that they are having a hard time, there is that part in us that rejoices a little. We would be liars if we said that the love of God is always in our hearts.
	However, as Christians, this tendency sometimes get magnified, or made larger. As people of God, sometimes we fall into the mistake of seeing those who are clearly operating outside the boundaries of God's righteousness and holiness, the sinful, unsaved one, there is a tendency to have delight in their judgment. In history, this tendency was even worse. The theologian Tertullian, writing in the 2nd and 3rd centuries writes about his thoughts of God's divine judgment. In those writings, he imagines sinners, emperors, the powerful, gladiators, and the like, writhing and burning in the lake of fire as the heavenly host looks on in joy.
	It is for this reason that I and many other theologians have had such a hard time with God's judgment. We don't like it. We don't want to rejoice in the sufferings and punishments of the wicked. For this reason, so many great thinkers have written endlessly in an attempt to avoid the judgment of God. The reason for this is that it is hard to understand as lining up with our image of God as just and loving.
	However, both they and I are wrong. Judgment does it exist. It is necessary. While we don't take joy in it, we must face the reality that judgment is necessary if God is to be both good and just. Yet, the reason for this is not found in God "paying the wicked back." The reason judgment is necessary is not that God likes to take out God's wrath on people because they failed to get the answer right.
	Instead, the reason for God's justice, and ultimately, judgment is to be found in the parable that we read for today. However, to understand it, we need to understand the main characters in the parable. We need to understand the difference between the sheep and the goats.
	I know this sounds strange, but it is true. For many of us who have never raised sheep or goats, when we hear Jesus talk about them, we don't understand the significance of what Jesus is saying. We think about sheep. They are so nice and calm and peaceful. We think about goats, and they are cute too.
	However, Jesus was speaking to farmers and shepherds in his day and time, and to those people Jesus was clear. For you see, goats are horrible creatures. While sheep are mild, stay together in a flock, are calm and peaceful, look out for one another, care for the weak as well as the strong, goats are the opposite. Goats are wilder and more destructive. They eat everything, even tires. In fact, when they eat the grass, they aren't content with just eating some of the grass. They actually eat the grass down to the ground and destroy it from growing back. You can't lead a goat; instead, a goat will kick you.
	In fact, to the ancient Hebrews, goats were so destructive and damaging to everything around them, there were strict rules about raising them. You could only raise a set number. You also had to move them constantly to keep them from damaging the environment. In fact, these rules were relaxed, after the destruction of the Temple and the Israelites were scattered all over the Empire, to the point that goats destroyed the environment. Grasslands were turned into desert, and it was not until the return of Israeli settlers in 1948 that some of that environment was restored.
	So to someone who heard about the parable of the sheep and the goats in Jesus' day, the reason for God's judgment would have been clear. The goats have to be destroyed if the community of God's sheep is to have a chance at life. If there is no separation of the goats from the sheep, the goats will destroy everything.
	In a real way, Jesus is presenting us with a picture of the kingdom of heaven and the fundamental choice that stands before each of us: you can be either a sheep or a goat. Are you a sheep or a goat? Who or what will you have lived your life for? Either we can live as the gentle sheep of God's pasture that flock and take care of one another, the calm sheep who care for the sick and dying and visit those in prison and give water to the thirsty, or we can be a bunch of goats that are out of control and live for ourselves and neglect those around us. 
	Truth be told, we live in a society of goats. The world around us encourages us to be goats. Live for yourself. You can have everything you want. The world hates sheep. In fact, you will often hear other people say bad things about sheep in the West. If you want to call someone lazy, or unproductive, or weak in business, or lacking strength of will and power, people will call you a sheep.
	We live in a world that idolizes the winners. We live in a world that thrives on competition and making sure that we are first, we are #1, we are the winners. The world has no room for sheep. We live in a goat age. 
	And in this goat age, we so often submit and surrender in becoming a goat church. Unfortunately, the marketplace and competition and growth and numbers and being bigger, and better, and having great production value, and being relevant, and hip-hopping our way into the kingdom of God has become the symbol of the goat church. I don't know about Korea, but Americans even have a phrase to describe how people approach church. We call it "church shopping." Quite literally, people will skip from this church to that church all in the desire to find that right mix of the faith that makes us feel good and pleases our appetites. In a goat world, the church too often becomes a goat church.
	But Jesus tells us today that the days of the goat world are numbered. There will come a time in which the goats will be separated from the sheep. Even while I am uncomfortable with images of judgment, even while I desire that everyone finds room at the Lord's great feast, the truth of the matter is that judgment must come.
	Judgment must come so that the answer to the question of God's justice will be revealed. In a goat world where everyone is out for themselves and will stop at nothing to get what they want, judgment is necessary to place a final limit on mankind's iniquity.
	It's not that God is hateful. It's not that God wants to kill or destroy. It's not that God lacks compassion for the goats. Instead, judgment is necessary if the sheep are to have life. Judgment is necessary to answer for all the horrible things we have done to one another. Judgment is necessary to answer the question of why God loves the poor, the sick, and the dying. The cross is the answer to a goat world. God made flesh, suffering for us, so that God's sheep might have life and so that the goats won't destroy everything.
	However, before we get too comfortable with this picture of judgment, let's never forget that all of us are a mixture of sheep and goat. In all of us lies that goat nature that wants to consume and destroy. God's answer to the goats on the cross involves a condemnation of even us. Yet, the answer of the cross, for those who will listen and change their ways, is that while we are yet sinners, while we are yet goats, Christ died for us so that we might have new life, life lived abundantly, and productively, and cooperatively in the kingdom of God.
