HAVE NO FEAR FOR GOD IS WITH US!
(Isaiah 43: 1-4)
Feb. 12. 2012
INTRODUCTION
Every day and every moment we hear several kinds of shocking news.  We live in a frightening world and we live in a fearful time.  So the bible speaks of overcoming fear often.  About 360 times in the Bible God tells us to “Fear not!” “Do not fear!”   Isn’t interesting?  That is approx. once a day for a whole year God reminds us of this!  Then why should the people of God or we Christians should have no fear?  Today I want to talk about the following 3 statements God makes in today’s passage and how they relate to our own daily lives.  
The first reason we should not have fear is that we belong to God.  Each one of us in this room belongs to God.  In v.1 God says ‘You are mine.’  It’s a promise of God.  We have the promise of God’s belonging and God’s ownership.  The lord is telling us that we do not need to be afraid of anything because the mighty God owns us, you and me.   In fact GOD knows our names, GOD knows what hurts us.  GOD knows what causes us to laugh.  GOD knows what our needs and GOD knows our desperate needs.  GOD knows our past.  It’s amazing that God knows each and every one of us here so intimately and so personally.  Let’s see how intimately and personally our God knows us.  
In v.1 it says God created and formed us. So God is our Creator.   In the same verse it says God redeemed us, God saved us.  So GOD is our Redeemer and GOD is our Savior. In the same verse God calls us by our names. So our God proclaims to us that you are mine.  Since God has chosen us we belong to GOD and no one else.  Therefore there is no need for fear.  
I want to talk about the destiny or fate of the Israelite people.  As you know Israel has had more hardship then just about any other country or any other nation……….400yrs of slavery in Egypt, years of hostility from the Philistines, the Amorites, and the Assyrians.  Then, 70yrs of captivity in Babylon.  And then they are all scattered all over the world.  And let us not forget the holocaust where 6 million Jews were murdered. How about right now?  The President of Iran proclaimed that his #1 goal is the destruction of Israel! Still Israel are confronting so many dangerous nevertheless God is  still telling His people that as you pass through the waters of adversity and the fires of affliction,  I will be with you.  I‘m going to preserve you and I’m going to save you. No matter what you have to deal with, you will never seize to be a nation before me.  And God proclaims, ‘you are my nation and you are my people’. That is why Israel still exists today. My friends, the same promise of protection and preservation applies to us.  God is following our every step through life to make sure we arrive home safely.  God is watching over our lives so we can reach our final destination.  The Psalmist proclaims and promises that the Lord will watch over your life, the Lord will watch over your coming and going out both now and forevermore.  

The 2nd Reason why we should not have fear is that God is with us.  In v.2 God says ‘I will be with you’.  That’s the 2nd promise.  So we have the promise of God’s presence and God’s protection.  God assures us no matter what we go through in life, GOD will be with us.  There will be times in your life where you may feel like you are in deep waters doing everything you can to keep your head above.  During those times you may not be aware of everything going on around you but you can be sure that God is present with you.  The good news is that God is going to bring you through.  So you will make it through the rough waters, you will make it through the high floods and you will make it through the fiery fire.  You are familiar with the story of the 3 Hebrew boys; Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who were thrown in the fiery furnace but they were not burnt.  They were not overcome with fear and were not alone.  Who was with them in the fiery furnace?  God!  Our God protected them and saved them.  What about Daniel?  He was not also afraid of being thrown in to the lion’s den.  He was also saved by God. He wasn’t alone. Our God does not promise to make our lives easy.  It’s very important.  Sometime our lives can be very difficult. God’s presence does not mean that they did not encounter the fearful moments BUT the fearful moments did not destroy them.  That’s what God promised. God is not just with us but within us and God is for us. Even if everyone else abandons us God always promise to be with us. We should not fear because GOD is WITH US.
#3rd Reason why we should not fear is that God sees you and me, so Precious.  This is not my words. That’s what God says. Our God proclaims you are precious and honor to me….so precious to my sight…..it means great worth, priceless, we can’t put price on it because it’s so valuable. Like Israel, we are precious to God, Like Israel people, we are so honor by God, Like Israel, we are so love by God.  We know this fact, God allowed Jesus to die a horrible death on the cross so that He can be close to us again.  There’s a quote that says ‘God does not love us because we are precious, we are precious because God loves us.’x2  So each one of us here are VIP: Very Important Person and MVP: Most Valuable Person to God and in God’s sight.  Let’s keep in mind that our God is more powerful than our enormous problems.  So I want to ask you right now…..Do you REALLY trust God or do you NEARLY trust God?  You should think about it. 
A survey was conducted of what people worry about.  It’s very interesting…. …..40% of our worries never happen. It all concerns future.  30% of our worries focus on the unchangeable deeds of the past.  12% of our worries focus on the opinions of others that we cannot control. 10% of our worries centers on personal health which only worsen when we worry about it.  So the remaining 8% of our worries concerns real problems that we can influence, real problems to which we should pay attention.  Only 8%.  What about you?  Apostle Paul says ‘do not be anxious about anything’. Worry is irrelevant.  It changes nothing. Do not worry……the more you worry the worse things become. Have u ever solve a problem by worrying? When was the last time did u ever solve a problem by worrying?  Definitely not!  When storms of life come you can pour your worries in the pot of prayer.  Don’t worry about anything instead pray about everything.  When you pray God will take care of it.  Our part is to pray and trust God who is in control. The Psalmist declares God is the very present help in times of trouble, if you think you are in trouble it’s a high time to seek after God.  You don’t have to worry…..Apostle Peter commands us to cast our cares, all our anxiety on Jesus because He cares for you….let God and let Jesus take care of your burdens. God is going to be with us no matter what happens to our economy, no matter what happens to our country, no matter what happens in our families. God will be with us when we are tense, nervous and even distress.  Jesus our Savior was also going through a distressing time, confronting death and abandoned by His disciples.   But listen to what Jesus says in (John 16:32) ‘the time has come when you shall leave me alone.  Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.” ………….So please repeat after me……… God is with me x2…..I am not alone x2.  No one is immune or exempt from trials, tribulations, distress in this life.  As soon as you were born you were confronted with several kinds of problems.  That’s natural.  It affects all of us. I think people are spending too much time in needless worry.  As I mentioned brothers and sisters, we also worry too often and too much and the tragic thing is that many have suffered heart attacks and strokes.  People can’t enjoy their lives because they worry too often. Let’s remember this fact, ‘our lives are too short to consume with worry’…….also remember this fact, ‘our God is bigger than our problems’. We must stop telling God our big problems but we must tell our problems to our big God.  To our big God our problems are too small.  Sometimes the fires and the floods in life help us recognize God’s purpose in our lives.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]I want to share the rescue story with you.  The survivor was shipwrecked and washed up on a small uninhabitat island.  He prayed for God to rescue him.  Every day he would ask God for help. He would look at the horizon for help. But no help was insight.  Feeling exhausted, he eventually managed to build a little hut out of drift woods to protect him from wind and rain.  One day after scavenging for food he arrived to find his little hut in flames, the smoke rising to the sky.  He lost everything.  Discouraged with grief and anger He shouted to God, ‘God how can you do this to me? This is all I have for shelter! God, why?  Early the next morning he was awaken by the sound of a ship that was approaching the island.  Weary and distressed he asked the rescuers, ‘how did u know I was here?’ They replied ‘we saw your smoke signal.
APPLICATION
It’s easy to get discourage when things are going badly but we shouldn’t lose heart because God has to work in our lives even in the midst of our pain and our suffering. The burning of the small hut became a smoke signal that summoned the rescue ship.  Remember It’s not over yet until it’s really over. Right? We easily think it’s over, but it’s not really over yet.   If you are experiencing hard times now let’s look at Jesus. Indeed our Redeemer, Our Savior and a Great Helper in our times of desperate needs. Not only God is for us but with us.  Apostle Paul proclaims in Romans 8:31 and ‘if God is for us, then who can be against us’?….. And our Lord promise in Matthew 28:20 ‘surely I am with you to the end of the age’.  Some of our friends may leave us, even our families may abandon us but God will be with us in our most distressing moments and to the end of the age.  LET US PRAY
Dear father, thank u so much 4 ur protection/prvision for us for our families, church, our country and l we know that we r special/precious to u eventhough we pass thru the toughtest trials in our lives u promise that u would be with us l plese open our heart/mind to feel you and feel your intimate touch we know that u r in control of us. L we thankyou for your promises and for help
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